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AIMS
Central Vein Stenosis (CVS) can occur following insertion of central lines; however whether catheter 
site increases risk for CVS is unclear. This study aims to determine whether having a left versus 
right-sided catheter is associated with increased incidence of CVS.

METHODS
We conducted a retrospective analysis of haemodialysis patients referred for venograms from 2017 
to 2020. Patients were compared for demographics. Statistical analysis was used to establish the 
relationship between CVS and catheter side.

CONCLUSION
The cohort of only left-sided lines had an increased prevalence of CVS, despite left lines having a 
shorter mean duration in situ and less previous interventions. However, it is acknowledged that the 
total number of exclusively left-sided lines was considerably less and more data needs to be 
collected to explore this relationship.

RESULTS
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a) In total, 67 patients who underwent mapping venograms prior to fistula 
surgery. The mean age was 65 (±11.4), average BMI was 27.5 (±7.0) and women 
accounted for 37%. 

b) 32 patients had a history of exclusively right-sided lines, and 12 (37.5%) of 
these had CVS. 6 patients had only left-sided lines, and 3 (50%) had CVS. 18 
patients had lines on both sides, and 8 (44.4%) had CVS. 11 patients had no prior 
line history, and only 2 (18%) had CVS. 

c) For right-sided lines, mean line duration was 21.7 months (maximum 132, 
minimum 1), and for left-sided lines, this was 11.8 months (maximum 36, 
minimum 2). The average number of previous line interventions was 2.2 for right-
sided catheters and 1.3 for left-sided catheters. 
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